
er and berry grower have more ca-&se for complaint. Stralv3erry ~1aLt S , kale, 

cabbage, mange1 tops, raspberry canes, pea vines, and the like form the balk 

of the plunder. <Tile valley rancher is 17articularly an;loyed by the anixlal I s 

persistent habit of frequenting and clo,j;ging up the blind ditches that drain 

his land. Dazage to highways by mountain-beaver burrows passing *under the 

roadbed has been reported by engineers. AltiloT&l;h mountain beavers can not 

climb trees, they readily ascend the taller shrubs and saplings, both de- 

ciduous a% evergreen, and trim off the terminal sLoots for food, using 

the stubs of the bran&es as the rungs of a ladder to assist them in climb- 

ing. In winter, they girdle second-growth evergreens at a height, sometimes, 

of 3 feet or more from the g?o;md. 

The Biolo;;icsl Survey aoes not recommend a campaign of extermination 

against the mountain beaver, but realizes that measures must be taken to 

keep it within bounds in agicultural tiistricts. ikthods for trapjjing the 

animals and directions for 2rejgaring baits for poisoning them are given in 

detail in the bulletin. 

Co;lies of the now Farners’ Sulletin 1598-F, may be had free on re- 

quest addressed to the United States Departsent of A+giculture, ITashinG$on, 

D. C. 
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